
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



678 Proceedings of Scientific Societies. [July, 1886. 

— Thos. Edwards, the Banff naturalist, so well known from 
Smiles' biography, is dead. Since the publication of Smiles' 
work he has enjoyed a pension of ^50 per annum, and latterly 
he has been curator of Banff Museum. 

— A dromedary in Central park, N. Y., gave birth, on May 17, 
to a calf weighing 105 pounds. This is said to be the third birth 
of the kind in the United States. 

— The morning glory, natural grasses and other species of 
land life rapidly take the place of aquatic plants in the vast areas 
of drained lands in sub-tropical Florida. 

— The Chicago Academy of Sciences has deposited its collec- 
tion in commodious quarters at the Exposition building on the 
lake front. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

Biological Society of Washington, May 15. — Communi- 
cation : Dr. C. Hart Merriam, habits of the short-tailed shrew 
(Blarina). 

May 29. — Communications : Mr. John B. Smith, Ant's nests 
and their inhabitants ; Dr. T. H. Bean, The trout of North Amer- 
ica, with exhibition of specimens ; Mr. L. O. Howard, On some 
new Chalcididje ; Mr. L. F. Ward, Exhibition of a specimen of 
the Palo la Cruz or Wood of the Cross. 

New York Academy of Sciences, May 10. — A history of the 
society from its beginning to the present time, prepared by the 
secretary, was presented. It comprised the following sections : 
Origin ; membership ; biographical sketches of prominent mem- 
bers ; changes of location ; the old Lyceum building ; collec- 
tions ; library ; publications ; change of name, etc., etc. Some 
of the old documents, books, etc., were exhibited. 

May 17. — The following paper was presented : Ten years' pro- 
gress in astronomy, Professor C. A. Young, of Princeton Col- 
lege. 

May 24. — The subject of the sanitary influence of vegetation 
in cities and the importance of tree-planting to the health, beauty 
and summer temperature of New York, with practical sugges- 
tions in relation thereto, was presented by Dr. Stephen Smith 
and Professor D. S. Martin. 

May 31. — On rock-crystal, its cutting in Japan, Germany' and 
the United States, with exhibition of crystal spheres and other 
objects of transparent quartz, including some of the largest pieces 
in this country, by Mr. George F. Kunz. 

Boston Society of Natural History, May 19. — Mr. F. W. 
Putnam showed a collection of implements and ornaments from 
Central America, and remarked on the evidence they present of 
an early migration from Asia to America ; Dr. C. S. Minot dis- 
cussed the origin of the mesoderm. 



